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Great view of the Newton Lateral field from 
our new drone.



From the Superintendent

Calvin Perry

August continued the hot temps and minimal rainfall pattern. Our UGA weather station 
recorded high temps of 85 to 100F and low temps of 77 to 67F. Our long term average high 
is 92F and low is 71F – so our conditions are in that range. We had 10 rainy days for a total 
of 4.77 inches – very similar to our long term average of 11 rainy days and 4.92 inches. Once 
again, we are getting our rain in a few large events. August had a 1.48 inch rain event and a 
1.63 inch event, so the two events provided 65% of the month’s precip. Last month we had 
a 3.65 inch rain event.

The SIRP crew was busy last month with irrigation, spraying plots (cotton, peanuts), working 
on VRI and other irrigation system hiccups, pulling up pigweed (Palmer Amaranth) escapes, 
mowing grass, and harvesting corn studies. We also sprayed Dr. Kemerait’s cotton PGR 
study using our 6-row “Spider” self-propelled plot sprayer. (He sprayed his fungicide study 
with a backpack sprayer). As many of you did, we did some storm prep just ahead of 
Hurricane Dorian as early forecasts showed potential to come through our area.

Visitors to the Park included numerous Tifton faculty, technicians and grad students as well 
as our friends from the Flint River Soil & Water Conservation District.

We finally picked up our “new” 4-row Monosem planter unit from Specialty Sales in 
Sumner, Ga. They took 4 used individual planter row units, refurbished them, and 
assembled with new additional components into basically a new planter. This will greatly 
enhance our capabilities at planting time.

As a past award winner, I was pleased to serve with 2 other previous winners as the 
committee to select this year’s DW Brooks Award for Excellence in Extension. You’ll be 
hearing about this year’s award recipients in the near future from Dean Pardue. I enjoyed 
presenting to the Lions Club of Donalsonville (GA) on water resources in Georgia and the 
“water wars”. I also had an interesting discussion with Haisten Willis, freelance journalist 
based in Atlanta, working on a story for a pair of outlets called Southerly and Scalawag 
about the ongoing water dispute between Georgia and Florida. We discussed effects the 
water dispute is having/could have on southwest Georgia farmers and the many good 
things farmers are doing to increase their water use efficiency.

BJ, Kyle and I ventured over to Moultrie to R.B. Wright Elementary School to do a bit of drip 
irrigation system modification. SIRP has been working with the school since 2012 on their  
raised vegetable beds and drip system irrigating their plants. This year the                           
school is installing nice, new bed frames and we’ll be putting in revamped                          
irrigation hardware once the soil is in place.

That’s all for this month. Hope you have a good harvest!



Drought Conditions

Drought Monitor map for Georgia as of September 10th. Currently, about 
40% of GA is in the abnormally dry or moderate drought condition 
category. The driest is around Atlanta. Last month we were at 24% 
abnormally dry or moderate drought.
For more info:
http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/Home/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?GA


At the Park

Above:  Nice drone shot of the “Front Four North” soybean study.
Bottom:   A covey of quail that call SIRP home.



At the Park

Above & Below:  Harvesting corn in Pine SDI field.



At the Park

Above:  Cotton bolls opening up.
Below:   B.J., Kyle, Brian Hayes (Ext. Agent) with Dr. Kemerait and 

Caleb, spraying VRI-S cotton fungicide study.



At the Park

Above:  Corn plots awaiting SWVT combine.
Bottom:  Cale troubleshooting AgWET soil moisture station.



At the Park

Above:  Irrigating the VRI field.
Below:  Our new 4 row Monosem planter…



At the Park

Left
:  Inverting 

Peanut 
Transition 
Zones in 
Newton 

lateral field.

Below:  Pics 
from the 4-H 
Forestry Field 
Day at SIRP. 



Events

Past events

Sept  2 Labor Day

Sept  9 SW Dist. Forestry Field Day

Upcoming events

Sept  26 Lee Co. Middle School visit & tour

Oct  10 – 11 REC’s Admin. Assoc. meeting (Athens)

Nov 28 – 29 Thanksgiving Holidays

Dec  25 – 31 Christmas Holidays

Jan  1, 2020 New Year’s Holiday
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In the News

Valley Irrigation Unveils Industry -First "Over-The-Air" Updates for Smart Panels

Farms turn to technology amid water warnings

Agrivoltaics proves mutually beneficial across food, water, energy nexus

West Texas farmers fight drought, heat with regenerative agriculture

Are drones the future for Georgia's farmers?

Valley Irrigation to Launch 365 Crop Management Platform in Early 2020

As climate change hits Florida agriculture, could the future be ‘carbon farming’?

The West Is Trading Water for Cash. The Water Is Running Out

Farmers Don’t Need to Read the Science. We Are Living It.

Mapping the strain on our water

Scientists say farmers could grow their way out of the climate crisis

17 Countries, Home to One-Quarter of the World's Population, Face Extremely High 
Water Stress

Researcher Develops Camera System to Detect Crop Temperatures

Irrigation Malfunctions a Concern during Hot, Dry Summer

http://georgia.growingamerica.com/news/2019/09/valley-irrigation-unveils-industry-first-over-the-air-updates-for-smart-panels-2019-09-06
https://www.kenoshanews.com/agriculture/farms-turn-to-technology-amid-water-warnings/article_9df3501e-b1e3-5bdd-a942-6f2fda6445cb.html
https://phys.org/news/2019-09-agrivoltaics-mutually-beneficial-food-energy.html
https://www.lubbockonline.com/news/20190829/west-texas-farmers-fight-drought-heat-with-regenerative-agriculture
https://wgxa.tv/news/local/are-drones-the-future-for-georgias-farmers
http://georgia.growingamerica.com/news/2019/08/valley-irrigation-to-launch-365-crop-management-platform-in-early-2020-2019-08-28
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/environment/article234030662.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-08-15/desert-farmers-trade-water-for-cash-as-the-colorado-river-falls?utm_campaign=socialflow-organic&utm_medium=social&cmpid=socialflow-twitter-business&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=business
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/08/09/opinion/climate-change-food-report.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2019/08/06/mapping-strain-our-water/?noredirect=on
https://www.cnn.com/2019/08/08/us/iowa-farmers-climate-change-weir-wxc/index.html
https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/08/17-countries-home-one-quarter-world-population-face-extremely-high-water-stress
http://georgia.growingamerica.com/news/2019/08/mizzou-researcher-develops-camera-system-to-detect-crop-temperatures-2019-08-07
http://georgia.growingamerica.com/news/2019/08/irrigation-malfunctions-concern-during-hot-dry-summer
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In the News

Exciting New Study Says That Crops Thrive Underneath Solar Panels—and the Panels 
Produce More Energy

Georgia Field Reports: Corn Harvest Winding Down

Georgia Pecans: Mites And Weevils Remain A Concern In September

Gap growing between irrigated, rain-fed crop yields

Court: EPA Must Consider Environmental Impact When Setting Ethanol Mandate

Disaster Aid Details Released

USDA Opens ARC-PLC Enrollment

Invisible cotton pest steals 1 million bales

USDA Resources Available for Farmers Hurt by 2018, 2019 Disasters

U.S. District Court blocks 2015 WOTUS rule

Congressman Yoho Introduces Ag Guest Worker Bill

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/crops-thrive-underneath-of-solar-panels/
https://agfax.com/2019/09/10/georgia-field-reports-corn-harvest-winding-down/
https://agfax.com/2019/09/06/georgia-pecans-mites-and-weevils-remain-a-concern-in-september/
https://www.agupdate.com/news/crop/gap-growing-between-irrigated-rain-fed-crop-yields/article_8de749c4-cfee-11e9-a891-5b8c0bc97b40.html
https://www.agriculture.com/news/business/court-epa-must-consider-environmental-impact-when-setting-ethanol-mandate
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/business-inputs/article/2019/09/09/usda-sign-will-start-2018-2019
https://www.dtnpf.com/agriculture/web/ag/news/article/2019/09/04/commodity-safety-net-programs-arc
https://www.farmprogress.com/cotton/invisible-cotton-pest-steals-1-million-bales
http://southeastagnet.com/2019/09/09/usda-resources-available-farmers-hurt-2018-2019-disasters/
https://www.gfb.org/media-and-publications/news.cms/2019/581/u-s--district-court-blocks-2015-wotus-rule
http://southeastagnet.com/2019/09/11/congressman-yoho-introduces-ag-guest-worker-bill/
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SIRP Weather

For August, SIRP had 4.82 inches of rainfall, compared to 6.15 inches in 
July, 4.77 inches in June, 3.42 inches in May,  and 4.25 inches in  April.

To explore weather information, visit www.georgiaweather.net.

http://www.georgiaweather.net/
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Contact Information
CM Stripling Irrigation Research Park
8207 Highway 37 West
Camilla, GA 31730
(229) 522-3623

Calvin Perry (Superintendent): perrycd@uga.edu 
Candace Gray (Admin. Associate): sirp@uga.edu

Trivia:  

What was Walt Disney's middle name?

Answer:       Elias


